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Dear Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentleman,

It is a great honour for me to join you today at the
Bangladesh Economic Association, a group full of wisdom
and vision.

The central theme of my speech today is the role of
trade in fostering development. As countries integrate into
the global economy, trade plays an important role n helping
roll back extreme poverty and Bangladesh exemplifies this
well. Your country boasts one of the largest young labour
forces in the world and the past decade has witnessed rapid
economic growth of the Bangladeshi economy.
Merchandise exports and imports enjoyed annualdouble
digit growth. Today, the country is known for its globally
competitive garment industry and it is a major player in
world exports of clothing. The pharmaceutical and chemical
industries are thriving.

As a result, extreme poverty is in retreat. The World
Bank estimates that an unprecedented 550 million people
escaped abject poverty over the last decade. As we look to
2015 and evaluate progress on the Millennium Development
Goals, the record of Bangladesh in addressing extreme
poverty will be one of the positives on the balance sheet.

On the other hand, Bangladesh remains a Least-
Developed country today with serious development
concerns. How to create sufficient jobs for the young people
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