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Preface

I am pleased that Volume 18, No. 1 of Bangladesh Journal of Political Economy
(BJPE) is ready for printing.

This volume includes papers presented at the regional conference held at Rajshahi
University. The articles have been duly reviewed by experts and modified as
required. This particular volume has been finally edited, as a special arrangement
for the Rajshahi regional conference approved by the BEA Executive Committee,
by Mohammad Eunus, Professor, Department of Economics, Rajshahi University.
It gives me great pleasure to commend this volume of the Journal to BEA
members and others interested.

I wish to thank the authorities of the Rajshahi University for their goodwill and
cooperation. Special thanks are due to the convenor and members of the
conference organizing committee and all others who have helped one way or
another in the organization of the conference. The efforts and cooperation of the
editors of this volume and the authors of the articles are deeply appreciated.

Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad
President, Bangladesh Economic Association
Editor, Bangladesh Journal of Political Economy



Editorial Note

The inaugural session was chaired by Professor Shah Muhammad Habibur
Rahman, Chairman, Department of Economics. It started with recitation from the
Holy Quran. This was followed by an address of welcome by Professor
Mohammad Eunus, Department of Economics, Rajshahi University and Vice
President, Bangladesh Economic Association. Professor Abul Barkat, General
Secretary, Bangladesh Economic Association spoke on the objectives of BEA
Regional Conference and Presented a Paper on contemporary political economy
titled “Onion and Criminalized Economy: Social Responsibility of Economists”.
The Treasurer of Rajshahi University was also present on the occasion.

Professor K. A. M. Shahadat Hossain Mondal, Pro Vice-Chancellor of Rajshahi
University spoke as special guest. This was followed by the speech delivered by
Professor Faisul Islam Farooqui, Vice-Chancellor of the University who was the
chief guest. The session ended with a speech by the session chairman.

The first working session was chaired by Professor Tariq Saiful Islam. The first
paper entitled, “Prospect of Agricultural Export Processing Zone in the Rajshahi
Region” was presented by Professor Saiful Islam and was commented upon by
Professor Rafiqul Islam. This was followed by a paper, “Environmental Impact of
Land Use in Chalan Beel Area: A Study of Some Selected Villages of Kalam
Union” presented by Professor K. B. M. Mahbubur Rahman and Mohammad
Akter Hossain. This paper was discussed by Professor M. Abdur Rahman. The
last paper of the session was submitted by Dr. Mohammad A. Wadud but was not
read as the author could not be present.

The second working session was chaired by Professor Mohammad Eunus. The
first paper entitled, I gF 8 PG 8 WK was presented by
Professor Mohammad Moazzem Hossain Khan and was commented upon by
Professor Shah Muhammad Habibur Rahman. This was followed by a paper, “A
Study of Livestock and Poultry Population and Production in North Western
Bangladesh” presented by Professor Tariq Saiful Islam and Mohammad Abdur
Rashid Sarker. This paper was discussed by Professor Mohammad Eunus. The
last paper of the session entitled “Transformation of Agriculture in the North
Western Districts of Bangladesh” was read by Dr. A. N. K. Noman and was
commented upon by Professor Mohammad Mohsin Ali.



After this, there was an open discussion which was participated, among others,
by Professor Abul Barkat who commented on the papers and praised successful
holding of the conference.

The conference was attended by about 500 teachers and students of the university.

Mr. Mohammad Akram Hossain and Mr. Mohammad Abdur Rashid Sarker acted
as rapporteurs.

The conference ended with a vote of thanks by Professor M. Abdur Rahman,
Treasurer, Rajshahi University Economic Association.

BEA would like to thank the Rajshahi University authority for extending
necessary help for smooth holding of the conference.

Mohammad Eunus

Professor, Economics Department
Rajshahi University

and

Vice President

Bangladesh Economic Association
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