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lowest GNI per capita ($ 450) and some of the highest levels of child malnutrition
in the world with 53 percent of children below the standards for weight by age. It
has the highest rate of youth illiteracy -24% for males and 41% for females and,
at 34%, the lowest rate of access to sanitation facilities. The economy, which grw
by 5.5% a year in the last decade, in large part to growth in India, depends more
heavily on agricuylture than any other region. With only about 5 personal
computers per 1000 people, South Asia lags behind other regions in access to
information and communication technology.” (Source: 2003 World Development
Indicatiors Database, World Bank, 13 April, 2003.)
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