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Preface

I am pleased that Volume 19, No. 2 of Bangladesh Journal of Political Economy
(BJPE) is ready for printing.

This volume includes papers presented at the regional conference held at
Chittagong University. The articles have been duly reviewed by experts and
modified as required. This particular volume has been finally edited, as a special
arrangement for the Chittagong regional conference approved by the BEA
Executive Committee, by Jyoti Prakash Dutta, Professor, Department of
Economics, Chittagong University. It gives me great pleasure to commend this
volume of the Journal to BEA members and others interested.

I wish to thank the authorities of the Chittagong University for their goodwill and
cooperation. Special thanks are due to the convenor and members of the
conference organizing committee and all others who have helped one way or
another in the organization of the conference. The efforts and cooperation of the
editor of this volume and the authors of the articles are deeply appreciated.

Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad
President, Bangladesh Economic Association
Editor, Bangladesh Journal of Political Economy



Editorial Note

I am thankful to Bangladesh Economic Association (BEA) for giving me the rare
privilege of writing few words as the editor of present volume of Bangladesh
Journal of Political Economy published by BEA. This volume of the Journal is the
outgrowth of the papers presented in a regional seminar jointly organized by BEA
and Department of Economics, University of Chittagong, held in Chittagong on
December 24, 2003. The title of the daylong seminar was 'Regional Cooperation,
Industrialization and Public Expenditure Reforms'. The seminar was divided into
three working sessions in which four papers - two each in the first and the third
sessions held respectively on regional cooperation and industrialization - were
presented. The second session was on public expenditure reforms in which,
however, no formal paper was presented but the speaker presented a keynote idea
highlighting the issue which generated intense and lively discussion participated
by eminent economists of the country. The major attraction of the seminar was
Professor Mosharaff Hossain - a famous economist of Bangladesh who was
present in the seminar as the chief guest and delivered an eloquent, articulate and
persuasive lecture on the overall economic scenario of Bangladesh since
independence. The seminar was also enriched by the participation of another
renowned economist of the country - Dr. Saifuddin Khaled, a former faculty of
Chittagong University, presently on teaching assignment in Victoria University,
New Zealand. Being an expert on econometrics and research methodology, Dr.
Khaled offered very fruitful discussions particularly on two papers on
industrialization based on econometric models, which contributed in a big way in
subsequent revision of the papers. The present volume contains the papers
thoroughly revised by the authors in the light of the ideas that came up in the
seminar.

Finally, are few words on acknowledgements. On behalf of the Department of
Economics, Chittagong University, I must extend my gratitude to BEA as well as
Chittagong University for financial help in organizing the seminar and again also
to BEA for arranging the publication of the papers in a separate volume of
Bangladesh Journal of Political Economy. It will be an act of ungratefulness if I
do not admit the contribution made by the former students of Department of
Economics, Chittagong University, amongst whom the name at least one deserves
special mention. He is Mr. Khorshed Quaderi whose overall relentless effort
really made the seminar a success. My gratitude is also due to my fellow office
bearers of BEA who took the trouble of going all the way to Chittagong and



contributed substantially in making the seminar gorgeous and attractive. Finally,
I express my gratitude to my colleagues of the Department of Economics,
Chittagong University, for their all out cooperation in holding the seminar.
However, for any lapses of the seminar and any errors and omissions of this
volume, I am alone responsible.

Jyoti Prakash Dutta

Professor of Economics
University of Chittagong

and

Vice President,

Bangladesh Economic Association.
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