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Abstract

This paper examines issues concerning transit among SAARC countries,
particularly among Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Bhutan. After a brief
introduction and stating the objectives, an attempt is made to explain the
relationship between transit and development in the first part of the paper. In
the second part of the paper, the historical experience in transit, probable
transit routes, and the possible gains from transit for Bangladesh are
discussed. In the third part, the paper analyses the progress in the
preparatory works for allowing transit facilities. Here the paper expresses a
great deal of optimism that Bangladesh and for that matter Chittagong has
all the possibilities to emerge within 2020 as the regional hub of the East.
And finally, in the concluding part, the paper makes some recommendations
for speedy realization of the benefits from transit.
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